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organizer

atherine Wallis is a water manage-

mentengineer who has allowed her

knowledge and experience to flow

down to budding young engineer-
1ng students.

“When I first started looking mto univer-
sitiesand was tryingtodecide what career to
pursue [ came to an open house here at the U
of G and spoke te students in the engineering
program,” says Wallis. “Listening to them
talk about their experiences really inspired
me and I decided I would do the same when I
had alittle bit of experience behind me.”

During her five years at the University of
Guelph, Wallis was involved in a number of
volunteer activities including open houses
and information sessions for water resourc-
esengineering and the co-op program. -

An event she helped organize, called
GoEng, was a hands-on workshop designed
topromote engineering career opportunities
to girls in Grades 7to 10.

“I was able to share my experiences as a
female enigineering student within the co-cp
program and answer related questions,” says
Wallis,

Her efforts did not go unnoticed and she
was named the 2012 recipient of the Collin
Cureatz Memorial Award for Co-op Student
involvement.

“That was a shocker just to get nominated
for that in the first place,” she says.

Wallis was born in London, Ont., the only
child of Barb and Gerry Wallis.

She grew up on a cash crop farm in Wha-
len Corners north of London.

She moved to Guelph in 2008 and in April
2013 graduated with a bachelor of engineer-

"ing degree from the major water resources
CO-0p program. )

You can take the girl from the farm butitis

not so easy to take the farm out of the girl.

That is why Wallis volunteered as media-re-
lations director in 2008, pancake flipping di-

rector in 2009 and for the past two years as

associate vice-president of donations for Col-
lege Royal.

“Thatwas one ofthe majorefforts over my
five years at the U of G,” says Wallis. “I sup-

pose my farm girl work ethic showed. I was’

the only engineer, I am aware of, that volun-

teered for College Royal. There is a long-

standing rivalry between the engineers and
the aggies so I didn’t let it be known I was an

engineer and just carried on with my duties.”
In May, she started as a water resources
engineering intern for. Dillon Consultmg
Ltd. in London.
“The group [ am working with at Dillon is
their municipal and water resource practic-
s,” she says. “They do a lot of wark with
storm sewers, waste water and watermains
50, basically, all the underground infrastruc-
ture in an urban setting.”
People with her expertise are gomg tobe
in bigger demand as cities grow and more
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land is paved over, -

“As soon as you put down asphalt con-
crete or whatever that water is just going to
run off and it has to go somewhere,” says
Wallis. .

“It’s somethinga lot of people don’t think
about but it's an area that is not going to
disappear because the water is going to con-
tmue to fall from the sky »
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