
Turfgrass Management

The Associate Diploma in Turfgrass Management (DTM) program is designed to provide students with 
the skills to succeed in the turfgrass industry. Practical and scientific study is combined with a required 
summer co-op work term to provide students with a wide range of practical experiences, knowledge and 
networking opportunities. This program prepares students for a variety of career opportunities including 
golf course management, lawn care, sports field management, parks management, landscaping, sod 
production and related supply and service industry positions.

University of Guelph Advantage
The DTM program at the University of Guelph is the only program of its kind in Ontario and is one of 
only two such programs nationally. Turfgrass management is a dynamic sector with opportunities across 
Canada and throughout the world. DTM is a focused curriculum that will provide students with the skills 
to succeed in this competitive industry. The program utilizes the collaborative resources of the University 
of Guelph faculty and staff, industry professionals and the grounds, workshop and laboratory facilities 
of the Guelph Turfgrass Institute. DTM students are typically passionate, hard-working, career-minded 
individuals who are interested in personal growth and advancement in the industry.

The co-op work term is scheduled after the second academic semester, providing a foundation on which 
to build the work experience.

Student Strengths
•	 In-depth knowledge and understanding of the turfgrass industry and the many disciplines within the 

industry
•	 Intermediate understanding of agronomic principles in relation to soils, fertilizer and pest control 

products
•	 Knowledge of various tools and equipment for maintaining turfgrass systems
•	 Solid understanding of player/stakeholder expectations and surface conditioning for various sports 

and recreational activities enjoyed on natural grass/turf
•	 Skills and knowledge in leadership, communication and problem solving currently in development
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Turfgrass Management Course Sequencing
YEAR FALL 

(SEPT-DEC)
WINTER 

(JAN-APRIL)
SUMMER 

(MAY-AUG)

ONE

•	 INTRODUCTION TO                   
CO-OPERATIVE EDUCATION

•	 THE TURF INDUSTRY
•	 THE IDENTIFICATION AND CARE 

OF LANDSCAPE PLANTS IN TURF 
ENVIRONMENTS I

•	 PLANT BIOLOGY
•	 TURF EQUIPMENT
•	 TURF SOIL PRINCIPLES
•	 TURF COMMUNICATION SKILLS

•	 TURF MANAGEMENT I
•	 THE IDENTIFICATION AND CARE 

OF LANDSCAPE PLANTS IN TURF 
ENVIRONMENTS II

•	 TURF IRRIGATION AND 
DRAINAGE

•	 COMPUTERS AND MATH FOR 
TURF

•	 LANDSCAPE DESIGN
•	 TURF ENVIRONMENT 

MANAGEMENT

WORK TERM

TWO

•	 TURF MANAGEMENT II
•	 CURRENT TURF PRACTICES
•	 TURF DISEASES
•	 TURF INSECTS AND WEEDS
•	 LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION
•	 0.5 ELECTIVES

•	 TURF MANAGEMENT III
•	 DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF 

GOLF COURSES AND SPORTS 
FIELDS

•	 TURF CASE STUDIES
•	 HUMAN RESOURCES 

MANAGEMENT
•	 BUSINESS AND FINANCE FOR 

TURF
•	 0.5 ELECTIVES

 
Electives: Students are required to take 1.00 elective credits. Students should consult with their 
Program Coordinator for a complete list of options, which include the following courses:

•	 SPECIAL STUDY PROJECT I
•	 COMPUTER ASSISTED DESIGN
•	 SPECIAL STUDY PROJECT II

BASED ON THE 2022/23 ASSOCIATE DIPLOMA CALENDAR 

PLEASE SEE THE CURRENT ASSOCIATE DIPLOMA CALENDAR FOR MORE INFORMATION


